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Who is Shaquem Griffin? ___________________________ 
Shaquem Griffin  was  born  on  July  20,  1995  to  
parents  Tangie  and  Terry.  He  has  an  identical 
twin brother,  Shaquill,  who was born a  minute 
earlier  than  him.   They  have  been  inseparable 
ever  since.  Shaquem  was  born  with  amniotic 
band  syndrome,  leaving  his  left  hand  severely 
damaged. Due to the extreme pain caused by his 
birth defect, he got what was left of his left hand 
amputated at the age of four.

Nicknamed  Keem 
(pronounced as “Keem”),  
he  attended  Lakewood 
High  Schoo l  in  S t . 
Petersburg,  Florida.  He 
excelled  not  only  on  the 
athletic  field,  receiving 
recognition for his exploits both on the football field 
and the track, but also in the class room. After high 
school,  he  committed  to  play  football  at  the 
University  of  Central  Florida  along  with  his  twin 
brother Shaquill. Before the move to UCF, Shaquem 
and Shaquill were selected to represent Team USA in 
the International Bowl.

In the Spring of  2020,  Shaquem and Shaquill  started their  own YouTube 
channel, “The Griffin Twins,” highlighted by their series, “Shaqin It Up.”

University of Central Florida/Draft Process
The first three years at Central Florida were difficult for Shaquem as he was 
receiving limited playing time. He contemplated leaving UCF to pursue track 
and field, however, going into his junior year everything changed. He  was 
finally given a chance to start and went on to 
record 92 tackles,  20 tackles for a loss and 
11.5  sacks  from  his  outside  linebacker 
position. As a result of this historic season, 
he was  voted 1st  Team All-Conference and 
wa s  named  the  Amer ican  Ath le t ic  
Conference Defensive Player of the Year.

He followed up his impressive junior season 
with an even more inspiring senior  season. 
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Notable 
Achievements 

On February 2, 2019, Shaquem 
received the Game Changer 
Award at NFL Honors. His speech 
for the ceremony went viral. The 
week before, he humbly accepted 
the NCAA Inspiration Award.  

 

Following his collegiate career, he 
was named the inaugural Jason 
Witten Collegiate Man of the Year 
as the college football player who 
best demonstrates a record of 
leadership, exceptional courage, 
integrity and sportsmanship both 
on and off the field. 

 

In addition to these momentous 
awards, Shaquem was selected as 
the Co-Grand Marshal for the 
Special Olympics USA Games. 
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As the captain and leader of the team, Shaquem lead UCF to an undefeated 
season and a National Championship. He was named an All-American and 
was  voted  1st  Team All-Conference  for  the  second season  in  a  row.  He 
capped off his collegiate career by helping UCF defeat Auburn in the Chick-
fil-A Peach Bowl and received the game’s Defensive MVP honors.

Following his historic collegiate career, Shaquem was invited to participate 
in the Reese’s Senior Bowl. While attending, he was named Best Overall 
Player during the Senior Bowl Practices.

All of this lead to arguably the most impressive combine performance by an 
NFL draft prospect in the history of the combine. With only one hand, 
Shaquem became the only player in the history of the NFL Combine to 
weigh over 225 pounds, bench press over 20 reps and run a sub 4.4 forty 
yard dash. This performance not only generated millions of fans around the 
globe, but earned Shaquem an invite to the NFL Draft.

He also  became very  involved  with  Nike  during  this  time.  In  2018,  the 
company released their iconic commercial, “It’s only crazy until you do it.” 
Shaquem is one of two football players appearing in it, with the other being 
Colin Kaepernick (pictured below). 

Shaquem also  has  a  custom cleat  with  Nike,  named  The  Nike  FlyEase, 
which they released a video about. 

After  turning  many  heads  with  their  journeys,  Shaquem  and  Shaquill 
appeared on the Today Show, as the hosts spoke to the twins prior to the 
2018 draft. 

NFL Career
Shaquem was drafted by the Seattle Seahawks in 
the  5th  Round  of  the  2018  NFL  Draft.  This 
reunited him with his twin brother, Shaquill, who 
is the starting cornerback for the Seahawks. In the 
2019  playoffs,  Shaquem had  one  of  the  biggest  
moments  of  his  career  when  he  sacked  Aaron 
Rodgers. As he further establishes himself in the 
NFL, one thing is for sure: Shaquem will continue 
to inspire millions.
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Notable 
Partnerships 

Shaquem has partnered with many 
notable brands over the past fews 
years, including national campaigns 
with Gillette, Five Star, The Hartford, 
Microsoft, Mountain Dew, USAA, 
Nike, Bose, Tostitos, McDonald and 
JC Penney. 

With Nike, Shaquem was actively 
involved in the design and promotion 
of the innovative Flyease cleat. He 
was selected by Nike to serve as the 
face of the campaign. 

With his brother, their story was told 
in their published book Inseparable. 
There have been a number of offers 
to turn this story into a feature film. 

Social Media Handles     

 Instagram: @Shaquem_Griffin 
(575K followers) 

 Twitter: @Shaquemgriffin (133.3K 
followers)

YouTube: The Griffin Twins (20K 
subscribers) 

TikTok: @GriffinTwins (40K 
followers)

Shaquem’s first career sack (of 
course his brother was right 

there)
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Community Service
Shaquem is extremely active in the disabled community. He sees boys and girls with 
birth defects as their own little nation that supports each other against all the people 
that tell  them they can’t do something. He regularly visits children’s hospitals and 
partners with organizations to donate inclusive equipment. 

While in high school,  Shaquem started a track club with his family called the St.  
Petersburg  Nitro.  He  is  actively  involved  in  helping  grow this  club  and  provide 
equipment and instruction to the young boys and girls of the club.

He recently partnered with Teaching for Black Lives to increase black history teaching methods throughout the 
country. Teaching for Black Lives is sponsored by the Zinn Education Project which is a non-profit organization 
designed to rethink schools and teaching for change.

In 2018, he was honored by the Special Olympics and selected as the Co-Grand Marshall of the USA games.
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Shaquem with a young fan at Brooks 
Rehabilitation Hospital
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